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Screening & Immunisation Team (SIT) Update
w/c 26 May 2020

Please cascade to ALL staff, including GPs, Practice Nurses & Reception Staff

	
COVID-19 Guidance:
Current COVID-19 guidance for clinical and non-clinical environments is available here: 

· https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/wuhan-novel-coronavirus  
· https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus 

Screening Programme Update:
· The routine Diabetic Eye Screening (DES) programme has paused, but high risk and pregnant women are still being called for appointments.
· The Antenatal and Newborn (ANNB) screening programme continues as normal.
· The routine Breast Cancer Screening programme has paused, but Trusts have been guided to ensure screening of high risk women continues.
· The Cervical Screening programme continues. Colp clinics continue, but at a reduced capacity with High risk referrals seen as usual and low risk referrals contacted by the individual colposcopy clinics.
· The Bowel Cancer Screening programme has paused, but work is currently underway to invite individuals with an abnormal FIT test result (presently paused in the pathway) for further investigations i.e. colonoscopy. Covid-19 restrictions and risks to be considered for each individual.
· The Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm (AAA) programme has paused, and services are now planning how to restore the programme, initially prioritising those at higher risk i.e. surveillance patients. 





Immunisation Information

Annual Seasonal Flu Letter 2020/2021 – published 14.05.20

The annual flu letter for 2020/21 was published on 14.05.20.  This is the first of two letters to be published in 2020/21. 

The first letter confirms current eligibility for the flu vaccine and recommendations on which vaccines to offer to different patient groups. It encourages providers to start planning now for the 2020/21 seasonal flu delivery and for practices to assure themselves that they have ordered sufficient vaccine. 

A second seasonal flu letter will be published nearer to the start of the vaccination programme, with details about any potential expansion to the programme and guidance on how to manage the programme given the impact of COVID-19.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-flu-immunisation-programme-plan



NHS Resources to encourage people to attend Routine Vaccinations

These immunisation social media cards can be downloaded from the Health Publications website using the product code 2020058; 
https://www.healthpublications.gov.uk/ViewArticle.html?sp=Scovid19promotingimmunisationsocialmediacards
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Vaccine update: issue 307, May 2020
Vaccine update: issue 308, May 2020
The May issue features:
· MMR Oral Fluid Home Kit video and guidance
· new! immunisation social media cards
· National flu immunisation programme plan
· Pneumococcal outbreaks guidance
· PCV13 schedule change reminder
· 2019 to 2020 Inactivated flu vaccine for children – still available to order
· Maternal Pertussis programme – Change to dTaP/IPV vaccine
· update to Bexsero Patient Information Leaflet
· MMR vaccine ordering
· The EU Falsified Medicines Directive (FMD) and Delegated Regulation as applicable to PHE supplied vaccines for the national immunisation programme
· early notice: May bank holiday delivery and order cut-off changes
· registering for a new or updating your existing ImmForm vaccine ordering account

Vaccine update: issue 307, April 2020

Vaccine update: issue 307, April 2020

The April edition features:

· European and World Immunization Week: Immunizations protect you from disease
· maintaining immunisation services during the COVID19 pandemic to reduce the serious risk of vaccine-preventable disease
· managing locally held vaccine stock in primary care
· school-age immunisation programmes
· immunisations offered as part of antenatal or post-natal care
· conquering a new enemy: how soldiers are helping the fight against COVID-19
· Pneumococcal Polysaccharide Vaccine (PPV) & PCV13 schedule change reminder 
· Flu vaccine supply for the 2019 to 2020 children’s flu programme
· maternal Pertussis programme – Change to dTaP/IPV vaccine
· update to Bexsero Patient Information Leaflet 
· MMR vaccine ordering 
· The EU Falsified Medicines Directive (FMD) and Delegated Regulation as applicable to PHE supplied vaccines for the national immunisation programme 
· early notice: May bank holidays delivery and order cut-off changes 
· registering for a new or updating your existing ImmForm vaccine ordering account


Paracetamol for MenB immunisation – currently out of stock

A small quantity of paracetamol 120mg/5ml sachets to support the routine MenB immunisation programme was available to order by contacting the ImmForm Helpdesk helpdesk@immform.org.uk quoting your account number. Any updates on further availability of this product will be posted on https://portal.immform.dh.gov.uk/Home.aspx so please check ImmForm regularly.

There was a limited volume short-term central supply which was obtained following reports of possible variation in the availability of infant paracetamol on sale to the public during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

A single sachet of infant paracetamol 120mg/5ml suspension may be supplied, or 2.5ml administered, to infants who have been unable to obtain a supply of paracetamol suspension prior to attending for primary MenB immunisation. 

Parents/carers will need to purchase a home supply of infant paracetamol 120mg/5ml suspension for the subsequent recommended doses.

A leaflet and protocol to support the supply and administration of infant paracetamol by immunisers can be found at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/menb-vaccine-and-paracetamol.   


Contact details for the Screening & Immunisation Team:

	Name
	Programme
	e-mail
	Telephone number

	Sarah Mayfield (SIM)
	ANNB Screening, DES, Child & Adolescent Immunisations
	sarahmayfield@nhs.net

	07918368418


	Annie Tasker (SIM)
	Bowel, AAA, Breast & Cervical Screening, Adult Immunisations & Seasonal Flu
	annie.tasker@nhs.net

	07860180484


	[bookmark: _Hlk22133234]Sarah Bolstridge (SIC)
	Bowel & AAA Screening
	sarah.bolstridge@nhs.net    
	07876 851804

	Gemma Riley (SIC)
	Breast Screening, Adult Immunisations & Seasonal Flu
	gemma.riley4@nhs.net

	07730371163

	Alison
Campbell (SIC)
	Child & Adolescent Immunisations
	alison.campbell@nhs.net
	07721231702

	Tania
Murdoch (SIC)
	Cervical Screening
	tania.murdoch@nhs.net
	07730391691

	Hayley Billings (SIC)
	ANNB (Derbys), Child & Adolescent Immunisations
	hayley.billings@nhs.net
	07860179039

	Zoe Scott (SIC)
	DES & SFHFT ANNB
	zoe.scott@nhs.net

	07713796041



Alternatively you can email the generic email account:

ENGLAND.SCRIMMS@nhs.net

This information can be made available in alternative formats, such as easy read or large print, and may be available in alternative languages, upon request.  Please contact the NHS England & NHS Improvement - Midlands Screening and Immunisation Team by email to england.denosit@nhs.net
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Thursday 14 May 2020

Dear Colleague,

The national flu immunisation programme 2020/21

1.

Thank you for all the hard work everyone is doing as part of the NHS response to the
global COVID-19 pandemic. It is more important than ever that we have effective plans
in place for the 2020/21 flu season to protect those at risk, prevent ill-health and
minimise further impact on the NHS and social care.

We recognise that delivering the flu immunisation programme is likely to be more
challenging because of the impact of COVID-19 on our health and social care services.
Further guidance will be issued about how to manage the immunisation programme to
reflect circumstances nearer the planned start of the progamme in September 2020.
Discussions to consider expansion of the flu programme for this autumn are underway,
and we will write again with any changes in due course.

In the meantime, you should continue to plan for the programme as usual. This letter is
to inform you which groups are eligible for flu vaccination this autumn and sets out
actions that you can take now to prepare for this autumn’s vaccination campaign.

In particular, this season it will be more important than ever to ensure that sufficient
stocks of the recommended adult flu vaccines have been ordered for your eligible
patients. In light of COVID-19, we ask Primary Care providers (General Practices and
Community Pharmacies) to urgently review your vaccine orders now to make sure the
number of vaccines ordered meet at least national ambitions and previous uptakes
rates, whichever is highest. Please do so across your local Primary Care Network
ensuring that the Clinical Commissioning Group flu lead is fully appraised of the
position. If necessary, you may need to adjust your orders with suppliers.

For NHS Trusts and across Integrated Care System arrangements, please review your
vaccine orders now to make sure the number of vaccines ordered meets your
requirements for a vaccination programme to cover all frontline healthcare workers.

1
PHE Gateway Ref: GW-1266
NHS England Publishing Approval Reference: 001638





The national flu immunisation programme 2020 to 2021

Eligibility

6.

In 2020/21 groups eligible for the NHS funded flu vaccination programme are the same
as last year, although this may change if the programme is expanded, and include:

all children aged two to ten (but not eleven years or older) on 31 August
2020

those aged six months to under 65 years in clinical risk groups
pregnant women

those aged 65 years and over

those in long-stay residential care homes

carers

close contacts of immunocompromised individuals

health and social care staff employed by a registered residential
care/nursing home, registered domiciliary care provider, or a voluntary
managed hospice provider.

7. We expect universal vaccination of health and care workers and further guidance will

be published in due course.

Prioritising flu vaccine uptake

8. Flu vaccination is one of the most effective interventions we have to reduce pressure

9.

on the health and social care system this winter. We are currently seeing the impact of
COVID-19 on the NHS and social care, and this coming winter we may be faced with
co-circulation of COVID-19 and flu. We understand that planning this year is more
challenging with the uncertainties of staff absences, and how long policies around
social distancing and school closures will remain in place. However, it is more
important than ever to make every effort to deliver flu vaccination.

Those most at risk from flu are also most vulnerable to COVID-19. We must do all we
can to help protect them this winter. We anticipate that concerns about COVID-19 may
increase demand for flu vaccination in all groups this year, and some in at risk groups
may have concerns about maintaining social distancing when being given the vaccine.

10.All those eligible should be given flu vaccination as soon as possible so that individuals

are protected when flu begins to circulate. Providers should aim to schedule their
immunisation services to match vaccine supply, usually from September, and complete
vaccination by the end of November, where possible.





The national flu immunisation programme 2020 to 2021

Service specifications

11.The Directed Enhanced Service (DES) specification for seasonal influenza and
pneumococcal immunisation sets out all eligible groups for vaccination (apart from
those aged two and three on 31 August 2020). It includes eligible frontline health and
care workers working in residential care and nursing homes, domiciliary care providers
and the voluntary managed hospice sector. The DES can be found at:
www.england.nhs.uk/gp/investment/gp-contract/

12.There is a separate Enhanced Service (ES) specification for the childhood seasonal
influenza vaccination programme, covering the vaccination of children aged two and
three years on 31 August 2020. The ES can be found at:
www.england.nhs.uk/gp/investment/gp-contract/

13. General practices are reminded that both the DES and ES specifications require a
proactive call and recall system to contact all at risk patients. Various methods for this
should be considered such as letter, email, phone call, text or social media and during
face to face interactions if the opportunity arises, to encourage people to attend for
their vaccination.

14.GP practices should also proactively call two and three year olds. This year the
national Childhood Health Information System (CHIS) service specification has been
revised to include issuing an early communication to advise parents/carers of all
eligible two and three years olds that they should access the flu vaccination from their
GP practice. These communications are designed to support local call and recall
initiatives. It is important that all children are given early protection through the flu
vaccine, and GP practices should aim to complete flu vaccination by the end of
November at the latest.

15. Community pharmacies offering a flu vaccination service for adults will be required to
do so in accordance with the Community Pharmacy Seasonal Influenza Vaccination
Advanced service specification for 2020/21 which will be published at:
www.england.nhs.uk/publication/community-pharmacy-seasonal-influenza-vaccine-
service/

16.Planning for the school age programme should continue in the context of the current
constraints of school closures and staff redeployment. The school age immunisation
service specification has a requirement that, to provide early protection, the provider
will complete the flu vaccination as early as possible after the flu vaccine becomes
available and at the latest by 15 December for all eligible children. School aged
vaccination services must actively invite 100% of eligible children. Providers will be
required, if asked, to demonstrate that such an offer has been made.





The national flu immunisation programme 2020 to 2021

Recommended vaccines for the national flu immunisation programme

17.Flu viruses change continuously and the World Health Organization (WHO) monitors
the epidemiology of flu viruses throughout the world making recommendations about
the strains to be included in vaccines. For further information on the strains for 2020/21
see the WHO website: www.who.int/influenza/vaccines/virus/recommendations/2020-
21_north/en/

18.Providers should ensure that they have ordered adequate supplies of the
recommended vaccines for their different patient groups, as set out in the letter from
NHS England in December 2019:
www.england.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/NHS-England-JCVI-advce-and-
NHS-reimbursement-flu-vaccine-2020-21.pdf

19.In summary these are:

» for those aged 65 and over — the adjuvanted trivalent influenza vaccine
(aT1V) (with the cell-based quadrivalent influenza vaccine (QlVc) offered if
aTlV is unavailable)

» for under-65s at risk, including pregnant women, offer QIVc or, as an
alternative, the egg-grown quadrivalent influenza vaccine (QlVe)

20.The live attenuated influenza vaccine (LAIV) for children should be ordered through
ImmForm from centrally purchased supplies and QIVe will be available to order for
children in at risk groups aged less than 9 years old who are contraindicated to receive
LAIV, in accordance with the letter referred to in paragraph 18. See:
www.immform.dh.gov.uk

21.Children in at risk groups who are contraindicated to LAIV aged 9 years and over who
access the vaccine through general practice should ideally be offered the QIVc from
the practice’s locally procured vaccine stocks. GP practices offering QIVc to these
children will be reimbursed by NHS England and NHS Improvement (NHSE/I). Where
QIVc vaccine is unavailable, practices can either offer QlIVe ordered through ImmForm
from centrally purchased supplies (which will not be reimbursed), or their own locally
procured QIVe which will be reimbursed by NHSE/I.

22.The DES and ES specifications state that in order for practices to receive payment for
administration and reimbursement of vaccine they will need to use the specific flu
vaccines recommended in the NHSEI guidance.

23.The Community Pharmacy Seasonal Influenza Vaccination Advanced Service
specification sets out the requirements under which community pharmacies may
provide flu vaccinations to eligible adult patients, including detailing the specific flu
vaccines which are recommended by NHSE and are reimbursable under this service.





The national flu immunisation programme 2020 to 2021

Information and training resources for health professionals and PGDs

24 . Healthcare practitioners should refer to the influenza chapter in ‘Immunisation against
infectious disease’ (the “Green Book”) for further detail about clinical risk groups
advised to receive flu immunisation and advice on contraindications and precautions
for the flu vaccines. This can be found at:
www.gov.uk/government/collections/immunisation-against-infectious-disease-the-
green-book

25. Information for healthcare practitioners about the childhood flu programme and the
inactivated flu vaccines, and links to training slide sets and flu e-learning programme
will be available from: www.gov.uk/government/collections/annual-flu-programme and
www.e-Ifh.org.uk/programmes/flu-immunisation/

26.PHE will develop PGDs that will be available prior to commencement of the programme
from: www.gov.uk/government/collections/immunisation-patient-group-direction-pgd
and www.england.nhs.uk/publication/community-pharmacy-seasonal-influenza-
vaccine-service/

Conclusion

27.We would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your hard work in delivering
the flu immunisation programme. Your continued efforts mean that we have some of
the best flu vaccine uptake rates in Europe. This winter, more than ever, it is going to
be a key intervention to reduce pressure on the NHS and social care.

28.We thank you for all your hard work in the most challenging of circumstances.

Yours sincerely,

b= ek e

Prof Chris Whitty Prof Yvonne Doyle Prof Stephen Powis
Chief Medical Officer Public Health England NHS England & NHS
& Department of Medical Director & Improvement, National
Health & Social Care Director for Health Medical Director

Chief Scientific Adviser Protection

Any enquiries regarding this publication should be sent to: immunisation@phe.gov.uk For
operational immunisation queries, providers should contact their local screening and
immunisation team.
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Distribution list

General practices
Community pharmacies

Clinical commissioning groups clinical leaders

Clinical commissioning groups accountable officers

General Practitioners Committee

NHS England & NHS Improvement regional directors

NHS England & NHS Improvement regional directors of commissioning

NHS England & NHS Improvement regional directors of primary care & public health
NHS England & NHS Improvement heads of public health

NHS England & NHS Improvement heads of primary care

Sustainability and Transformation Partnership (STP) leads

PHE centre directors

PHE Screening and immunisation leads
NHS foundation trusts chief executives
NHS trusts chief executives

Heads of midwifery of NHS trusts

Chief pharmacists of NHS Foundation trusts

Local authority chief executives

For information:

Allied Health Professionals Federation

Community Practitioners and Health
Visitors Association

Nursing and Midwifery Council

Royal College of Midwives

Royal College of Nursing

Academy of Medical Royal Colleges

Royal College of Anaesthetists

Royal College of Physicians

Royal College of Surgeons

Royal College of Obstetricians and
Gynaecologists

Royal College of General Practitioners

College of Emergency Medicine

Faculty of Occupational Medicine

Royal College of Pathologists

Royal College of Ophthalmologists

Royal College of Paediatrics and Child

Health

British Medical Association

Royal Pharmaceutical Society

Association of Pharmacy Technicians UK

Company Chemist’s Association

National Pharmacy Association

Heads of nursing of NHS trusts

Chief pharmacists of NHS trusts
Directors of public health

Chairs of health and wellbeing boards

Pharmaceutical Services Negotiating
Committee

Local Government Association

Association of Directors of Adult Social
Services

Council of Deans of Health

General Medical Council

General Pharmaceutical Council

Faculty of Public Health

Association of Independent Multiple

Pharmacies

UK Homecare Association (UKHCA)

Skills for Care

Association of Directors of Adult Social

Services

Care Association Alliance

Care Provider Alliance

Hospice UK

Voluntary Organisations Disability Group

National Care Forum (NCF)

National Care Association (NCA)

Care England

ADASS (Association of Directors of Adult

Social Services)

Local Government Association

Unison
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Summary table of which influenza vaccines to offer

Eligible group

Type of flu vaccine

At risk children
aged from 6
months to less
than 2 years

Offer QlVe.

LAIV and QIVc are not licenced for children under 2 years of age.

At risk children
aged 2 to under 18
years

Offer LAIV

If LAIV is contraindicated offer:

* QIlVe to children less than 9 years of age.

* QIVc should ideally be offered to children aged 9 years and
over who access the vaccine through general practice. Where
QIVc vaccine is unavailable, GPs should offer QlVe.

* |tis acceptable to offer only QlVe to the small number of
children contraindicated to receive LAIV aged 9 years and over
who are vaccinated in a primary school setting.

Aged 2 and 3 years
on 31 August 2020

All primary school
aged children
(aged 4 to 10 on 31
August 2020)

Offer LAIV

If child is in a clinical risk group and is contraindicated to LAIV (or it is
otherwise unsuitable) offer inactivated influenza vaccine (see above).

At risk adults (aged
18 to 64), including
pregnant women

Offer:
Qivc
* QIVe (as an alternative to QlVc)

Those aged 65
years and over

Offer:

e aTIV* should be offered as it is considered to be more effective than
standard dose non-adjuvanted trivalent and egg-based quadrivalent
influenza vaccines.

* QIVc is suitable for use in this age group if aTIV is not available.

* It is recommended that those who become 65 before 31 March 2021 are
offered aTIV ‘off-label’.
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All influenza vaccines marketed in the UK for the 2020 to 2021 season

Name of Vaccine tvpe Age Ovalbumin content Contact
product yp indications micrograms/dose details

Quadrivalent LAIV (live From 24 Less than 0.024
AstraZeneca . . ©rey,  attenuated influenza monthsto less  micrograms per 0845 139 0000
UK Ltd vaccine) supplied as nasal than 18 years 5 i dose

spray suspension of age

QlVe (standard egg-

Equal to or less than

GSK Fluarix Tetra grown quadrivalent From 6 months  0.05 micrograms 0800 221 441
influenza vaccine), split per 0.5 ml dose

virion, inactivated

: QlVe (standard egg-
Quadrivalent i
MASTA Influenza grown quadrivalent  From g months g et 10 01168 N8N o443 538 7557
vaccine ¥ influenza vaccine), split -US micrograms
virion, inactivated per 0.5 ml dose
Sanofi Quadrivalent QIVe (standard egg- Equal to or less than
Pasteur Influenza grown quadrivalent From 6 months  0.05 micrograms per 0800 854 430
Vaccines vaccine ¥ influenza vaccine), split 0.5 ml dose
virion, inactivated
QlVe (standard egg-
Quadrivalent grown quadrivalent Equal to or less than
Mylan Influvac® influenza vaccine), From 3 years 0.1 micrograms per 0800 358 7468
sub-unit Tetra ¥ surface antigen, 0.5 ml dose
inactivated
o QIlVc (cell-grown
Seqirus UK Flucelvax quadrivalent influenza
From 9 years Egg-free 08457 451 500
Ltd TetraVv vaccine), surface antigen, y 99
inactivated
soqrusv Tain! Iz
9 influenza vaccine), surface  grom 65 years 0.2 micrograms per 08457 451 500
Ltd Influenza antigen, inactivated, 0.5 ml dose
Vaccine adjuvanted with MF59C.1 '
. *Trivalent TIV-HD (high-dose egg-
Sanofi Influenza grown trivalent influenza EquaI. to or less than
Pasteur . : s From 65 years 1.0 micrograms per 0800 854 430
. Vaccine, vaccine), split virion,
Vaccines 0.5 ml dose

High-Dose ¥ inactivated

*This vaccine will not be commissioned by NHSE/I and will not be reimbursed by NHSE/I in 2020/21.
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