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Following the Wound Care Position Statement sent to practices by the CCG
on Friday 17 August 2018, we would like to reiterate the LMC’s position to
help practices decide their next steps.

In early July, the LMC wrote to Chris Clayton explaining our concern over the
suggestion that practices should agree to continue providing wound care
without resources. We explained the contractual position, which was clarified
with the GPC Contracts and Regulation Policy Lead, Dr Bob Morley, that the
Primary Medical Services contract does not include nursing services hence
wound care.

Following this we were given sight of a proposed interim solution, which
mirrored that sent out on Friday and responded in writing to Louise Swain
(Interim Deputy Director Community and Joint Commissioning). We explained
that the LMC cannot support the CCG’s proposal; with the CCG effectively
saying it wishes to commission simple wound care from practices but does
not wish to pay for it (please see attached letter).

Whilst the LMC has been in commissioning discussions with the CCG, we
have not agreed to the latest proposal circulated on Friday nor the action
plan. We are disappointed to see that the CCG has continued to ignore the
views of General Practice despite the LMC, Federations and General
Practices’ expressing their concerns. We cannot support a proposal that
expects practices to continue to provide unfunded, simple wound care up to
March 2019 and potentially beyond this point, depending upon the outcomes
of the CCG’s wider cost service review.

As per our previous update, we would like to reiterate that your primary
medical services contract does not include wound care, which many
practices have been performing because of inadequate provision elsewhere in
the Derbyshire healthcare system. It remains the CCG’s responsibility to
commission nursing services. There is no obligation, to provide any wound
care other than that commissioned via any local enhanced service you may
have signed up to (e.g. LCSF /Basket of Services).

Practices are currently struggling with their increasing workload and
consequently have to prioritise those services which they are contractually
obliged to provide.

The information provided in this document is correct at the time of publication.
Please see the Derby and Derbyshire LMC website for any revisions.
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If you are currently providing unfunded wound care which sits outside of your
contract, you may wish to inform your patients that you are no longer able to
provide this service and direct them to their local minor injuries unit, accident
and emergency or to contact the CCG via their dedicated email
nderccg.woundcarereview@nhs.net.

In order to help explain your decision to your patients, we have created the
attached patient information sheet that you may wish to reference.
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2018 - Patient Info -
Wound Dressing Prov

Dr Kath Markus
Chief Executive
Derby and Derbyshire Local Medical Committee

The information provided in this document is correct at the time of publication.
Please see the Derby and Derbyshire LMC website for any revisions.
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Derby & Derbyshire Local Medical Committee

Louise Swain Heritage Gate, Norman House, Ground Floor
Interim Deputy Director Friar Gate, Derby
Community and Joint DE1 1NU

Commissioning

26 July 2018
Dear Louise

Thank you for sharing the CCG’s latest position statement for comment, although at
this late stage it seems unlikely to be changed.

The LMC cannot support this statement.

There will be anger amongst practices and many will feel they have been deceived,
particularly following the assurance given by the CCGs in a letter to practices at the
end of March 2018 ‘We want to assure you that we are committed to finding a
collective, properly funded, solution to this problem’.

The CCG are now effectively saying it wishes to commission simple wound care
from practices but they do not wish to pay them for it.

The CCG’s failure to commission a robust community nursing service does not mean
that it is General Practice’s obligation to plug the gaps.

We completely understand the CCG’s dire financial position. However, as we have
previously explicitly stated, unless specifically commissioned, there is no
requirement within the primary medical services contract to provide nursing care.
The CCG has a legal responsibility to commission nursing services for all patients
not in hospital, whether or not they are housebound.

The fact that some practices have been providing wound care for their patients out of
a mix of coercion and goodwill does not constitute ‘custom and practice’. We are
appalled that this phrase continues to be bandied around by certain people within the
CCG. Some practices do not provide wound care other than that which is
commissioned through a local enhanced service.

We will be reiterating to practices what their contractual obligations are. General
Practice is in crisis with increasing workload and recruitment issues. The LMC will
support practices’ decisions not to provide unfunded, non-contractual services.
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Yours sincerely
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Dr Kath Markus
Chief Executive

Direct Dial: 01332 210008
office@derbyshirelmc.nhs.uk

www.derbyshirelmc.org.uk
Please respond by e-mail where possible.
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Patient Information: Withdrawal of Wound Dressing Provision by
GPs in Derbyshire

20 August 2018

General Practice in Derbyshire is in crisis. GP workload has grown hugely, both in
volume and complexity: research shows that, across the UK, there has been a 15 per
cent overall increase in patient contacts, despite a dwindling GP workforce. In the
past five years over 1 million patients have had to change GPs because of practice
closures and/or mergers, which have resulted from a nationwide GP shortage and
the loss of funding for smaller practices.

Consequently, in order to keep surgeries open, GPs have to prioritize which
services they are able to offer. This is the only way they can continue to provide
high quality, safe care to their whole patient population.

Practices have often provided services over-and-above what they are contracted to
do in order to help their patients: with pressures mounting this is no longer possible.
Derbyshire Local Medical Committee has been meeting on behalf of practices with
representatives from Clinical Commissioning Groups (CCGs) to look at finding
solutions to areas where general practice have been plugging the gaps, despite not
being commissioned or funded to do so. One of these areas is wound dressings.

Wound care takes up a disproportionately large amount of practice time and
resources. Unfortunately, this means clinical staff are unavailable to provide vital
care such as diabetic monitoring, asthma treatment, health promotion, care of those
with dementia etc.

Practices highlighted the issue to CCGs at the beginning of the year, and asked for a
solution for their patients. At the end of March surgeries were contacted by the CCGs
requesting that they continue to perform dressings whilst the CCGs came up with a
solution within a 3-month period. This 3 month period has now ended and no solution
has been reached. Practices are therefore having to take the difficult decision to stop
wound dressings and instead direct patients to Minor Injuries Units or Emergency
Departments.

Whilst we appreciate this will be inconvenient and disappointing to some patients, we
hope they will be able to see that this decision was made to try and preserve
precious resources and help keep local practices open.

Dr Kath Markus
Chief Executive
Derby and Derbyshire Local Medical Committee

The information provided in this document is correct at the time of publication.
Please see the Derby and Derbyshire LMC website for any revisions.
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